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Clearly, response to an active shooter is one of the most dynamic situations that anyone will ever face. 

Prior to the arrival of police personnel, how you respond to an active shooter will be dictated by the 

specific circumstances of the encounter, keeping in mind there could be more than one shooter involved 

in the same situation. If you find yourself in an active shooter situation, try to remain as calm as possible 

and use these suggested actions to help you plan a strategy for survival. Keep in mind, the entire area is 

still a crime scene. 

An Active Shooter event cannot be predicted to follow any pattern and the response to an active 

shooter is one of the most dynamic situations that anyone will ever face. 

An individual must use his/her own discretion during an active shooter event as to whether he/she 

chooses to run to safety or remain in place. However, best practices for an active shooter event are 

listed below. 

The potential for a school shooting exists on every campus throughout the United States. Although the 

possession of firearms on or around the campus is prohibited, previous local and national shootings 

dictate the importance and need for a response plan. In the event you observe an individual with any 

type of weapon on the campus, immediately contact P
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• As a last resort, try to incapacitate the shooter 

• Act with physical aggression 

• Make a plan with others in the room about what you will do if the shooter enters. 

• Make a total commitment to action and act as a team with others. 

• Do whatever is necessary to survive the situation. 

 

Remember to always: 

• Take note of the two nearest exits in any facility you visit. 

• Be aware of your environment and any possible dangers. 
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• Try to remain calm. 

• Try not to do anything that will provoke the active shooter. 

• If there is no possibility of escape or hiding, only as a last resort when it is imminent that your life is 

in danger should you make a personal choice to attempt to negotiate with or overpower the 

assailant(s). 

• Call 911, if possible, and provide the information previously listed. 

• If the active shooter(s) leaves the area, barricade the room or proceed to a safer location. 
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• An individual must use his/her own discretion about when he or she must engage a shooter for 

survival. 

• Generally, one can lie motionless and pretend to be unconscious or confront the individual. 

• Make a plan as to how you will survive the situation. 

• Make a total commitment to action and act as a team with others if possible. 
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